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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATI 

^ LOCATION 

12.  CONCLUSIONS  ' 

S 

•» 

0>:;Woft  Balloon 

IS  reb  59 

J OX*  Tanuna,  >.lajl:a 

□ Probobly  Bolteon 

% OATE-TIMC  OROUP 

A TYPE  OP  observation 

□ Potftiblif  DoIIma 

i 

0'^CfDUfi4>Vl  Mial 

□ Ground*  Rod  a r 

□ Wot  Atrcroft 

□ Probably  Aircraft 

BUT  /B/OltSZ 

Vi  wal 

□ Alr*|nforeopt  Rodor 

□ Pottibly  Aircroft 

S.  PHOTOS 

inaoiRfr 

0 Wot  Attronoiiil  col 

a ym 

□ Probobly  Attrononticd 

0Hp 

^tllitary 

0 Pottibly  Attronomlcol 

7.  LENGTH  OP. OmRVATION 

t.  NUMBER  op  OBiECTS 

f.  COURSE 

□ Othor 

# 

□ In tuf II ci ont  Dolo  for  Euoluotion 

□ UrAnown 

n^t  r.iven 

1 

iUa ' 

IE.  BRIBP  SUMMAftY  OP  SIOHTIHO 

11.  COMMENTS  1 

Balloon  opproximtely  50  ft  dlaaeter 
and  30/j  longer  from  top  to  bottom.  Box 
GUGponded  b^lo’.i  balloon.  Approximately 
100  ft  of  cable  or  rope  extended  belo'./  box. 
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loon  rhot  doi-m,  buh  n-jt  yet  ro::Gvere  l. 


Source  Ox  balloon  and  equipment 
cannot  be  determined  until  recovery J 
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ACCTp: 


lED 


KQA03SAGD017 
PP  RJEDSQ  . 
uE  RJKDAG  13 
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FK.COMDR  AAC  ELMENDORF  AFB  ALASKA 

TO  RJEZHQ/COFS  HQ  USAF  WASH  DC  ,,Mri  A'~C!nrn 

IMFO  RJWFAL/CINCMORAD  ENT  AFB  COLO  SPRINGS  COLO  — fiwwnPiwJ 

WEDSQ/COMDR  ATIC  WRIGHT  PATTERSON  AFB  OHIO 

^^fflWPufP^f^Wffref^NFO  NORAD^’j-zf^T^S^REPORT  i- 

CONCERNS  AN  UNIDENTIFIED  SALOON,  SHOT  DOWN  OVER  ALASKA,  TRACK  • i — I 
W2G,  13  FEB  ZULU  IN  THREE  PARTS.  PART  I.  CAPT  J.  J,  VOYNICH  .^,7  rtrH 

HQ  IITH  AIR  DIVISION  DIVERTED  TO  TART  IN  T-33  FOR  CHASE,  / f 

1/LT.G,  H.  KEYERS,  317TH  FIS  WAS  ALREDY  ORBITING  TARGET  IN  3 ' ^ 

E-102.  ON  ARRIVAL  OF.T-33  OF  F-l02  MADE  A FIRING  PASS  AT  o y /> 

0115Z  WITH  2.75  ROCKETS  AND  MISSED  FOLLOWING  WHICH  HE  RECOVERED, 

AT. GALENA  Af.S.  T-33  CONTINUED  TO  ORBIT  TARGET,  ALTITUDE  33,000y  - rX  2^"^ 
TO  3A,000  FEET.  PILOT  DESCRIBES  AS  FOLLOWS;  SALOON  PORTION 


1*0 
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PAGE  TWO  RJKDAG  13  ^ 

ELONGATED  VERTICALLY.  APPROXIMATELY  50  FEET  ACROSS  AND  30 
PERCENT  LONGER  FROM  TOP  TO  BOTTOM.  MILKY-CLEAR  APPEARANCE. 

JACK  OR  NEAP.  BLACK  BOX  SUSPENDED  IMMEDIATELY  UNDER  BALOON 
ESTIMATED  3 BY  3 BY  4 FEET.  GREATEST  LENGTH  VERTICAL  HEIGHTH. 
ONE  SIDE  APPEARED  TO  HAVE  A MIRROR  BRIGHT  SURFACE.  APPROXI- 
HiATELY  loo  FEET  ONE  HALF  It.Cii  OR  LARGER  CABLE  OR  ROPE  EXTEND- 
IND  DOWN  BELOW  BOX,  EASILY  VI.jIDLE  FROM  ONE  HALF  MILE,  TWO 
.'■iDDITIONAL  FGAQPWS  ARRIVED  IN  AREA  AT  APPROXIMATELY  0l35Z, 

CAPT  Y.  L.  ISBELL,  317TH  FiS  MADE  SUCCESSFUL  FIRING  PASS  AT 
0148Z  WITH  2.75  ROCKETS,  ALTITUDE  33,000  TO  34,000  FEET.  T-33 
SAW  BALOON  COLLAPSE  AND  DESCEND  AT  ABOUT  FREE  FALL  SPEED. 

GAVE  CHASE,  LOSING  ALTITUDE  AT  ABOUT  6,000  FEET  PER  MINUTE. 
BALOON  WAS  STREAMING  ABOVE  BLACK  BOX,  OBJECTS  DISAPPEARED 
INTO  HAZE  AT  ABOUT  20,000  FEET.  T-33  CONTINUED  DOWN  TO 
APPROXIMATELY  7,000.JEET  BUT  HAD  NO  FURTHER  CONTACT.  RECOVERED 
AT  GALENA  AFS.  .SECOND  F-l02  ORBITED  AND  WENT  DOWN  AS  LOW  AS 
4,000  FEET  IN  AREA.  PILOT  CAPT  Y.  H.  HANSON,  317TH  FIS, 
HZPORTED  LAST  CONTACT  AT  16,000  FEET  AT  0225Z,  RECOVERED  AT 
r.LBNA  AFS,  02002  PARA  P-APT  II;  TIN  CITY  ACW  STATION  THEN 
CAMPION  ACW  HAD  COiNTINUOUS  SURVEILLANCE  OF  TARGET  FROM  l22l05Z 
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PACE  3 RJKDAG  15 

fro  130115Z  AT  WHICH  TIME  THE  FIRST  F-l02  MADE  AN  UNSUCCESSFUL 
flEING.AT  BLLF  1020.  AT  THIS  POINT  TARGET  APPEARED  TO  ORBIT, 
[TONING  OUT  OF  ORBIT  AT  0224Z.  POSITION  AT  022SZ  BLNE  2530. 

, CONTACT  LOST  BLNE  5026  AI.  0243Z.  PARA  PART  III.  AC3/IMT  AAC 

..  :HMENTS.  l,  ORIGIN  OF  OBJECT  IIM'/MOMM  O TT  tC  or-r  rr-ir-r. 
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or  ~ tHn\i£.f  Dt  v.Hi'if'lui'i' «Cw  t'nuDhoLi  y^t.Hi>c.u  vn 

BECAME  UNRELIABLE  AT  1301152,  SINCE  PLOTS  BECOME  ERRATIC  ( 

FOLLOWING  THAT  TIME,  IT  IS  CONSIDERED  PROBABLE  THAT  TARGET 

AND  ORBITING  AIRCRAFT  BECAME  CONFUSED.  3.  IT  IS  BELIEVED  THE 

TARGET  FELL  STRAIGHT  TO  EARTH  AT  OR  VERY  NEAR  THE  POINT  OF  THE  ( 

SUCCESSFUL  FIRING  PASS  AT  0l48Z,  BLME  1557.  A.  IT  IS 

BELIEVED  ALL  OR  A PORTION  OF  THE  BALOON  ENVELOPE  FLAILED  OR 

BROKE  LOOSE  FROM  THE  BOX  AND  FLOATED  EARTHWARD  AT  A MORE  ( 

LEISURELY  RATE  RESULTING  IN  SUBSEQUENT  TARGET  REPORTING.  PARA 
5,  THE  TARGET  PAYLOAD  PROBABLY  STRUCK  THE  EARTH  AT  OR  NEAR 

TERMINAL  VELOCITY  FORCE  RESULTING  IN  RUPTURE  AND  BURYING  IN  < 

SNOW.  DARKNESS  AND  POOR  WEATHER  HAVE  PREVENTED  SEARCH  OF  THE 
AREA.  PARA.  (S.  RESULTS  OF  SEARCH  EFFORTS  ARE  BEING  REPORTED 

TO  NORAD  THROUGH  OPERATIONAL  CHANNELS  UNTIL  SUCH  TIKE  AS  ( 

cejECT  IS  FOUND.  AT  THAT  TIME  WE  WILL  FORWARD  THROUGH  NORMAL 
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SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS 
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RSr  MSG  AJfGINlAl  36239*  OTD  18  FEB  39*  COi!C£RNING  AAC  1-SG  50015, 


DTD  12^ 


59»  IF  THE  PILOT*S  ESTIMATE  OF  SIZE  IS  CORRECT.  THE 


BALLOON  WAS  TOO  SMAX1«  TO  BE  A SKIHOOK  BAIIOON.  A CHECK  FAILS  TO 
REVEAL  ANF  PROJECT  IN  OPERATION  IHAT  UTILIZES  THIS  THE  BALLOON. 

OR  ONE  THAT  WOJID  HAVE  DRIFTED  TO  ALASKA*  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  THE 

■ 

BiLLOON  COULD  HIVE  DRimX)  QVSR  FPOM  USSR  TERRITORY,  OR  BEEN 


Time. 

Checked’fiy. 


ED  EOR  SHIS 


B.  HOWEVER,  UHESB  THE  BUUOON  CAME  IRON 


OR  ITS  SPECmC 


B CANNOT  BE  DETERMINED  UNLESS  THE  BOX  IS 


RECOVERED  AND  SUCCESSFULLY  ANALYZED. 
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RC^LaACCS  do  form  its,  1 OCT  49*  WHICH  WILL  BS  USED  UNTIL  EXHAUSTED 
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JOINT  MESSAGeiFORM 

SECURTTV  CLASSIFTCAj 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1 SPAC£  BELOW  BESERVED  FOR  COMidUmCATIQH  CENTER  I 

ACTION 


INTO 


FROM: 


TO; 


/irnH  21  OG’53 


A 


A f,i 

.A. 


PRCCEOCNCK 


ROi 


TYPE  MSO  {Chmtdi 


BOOK  MULTt 


■INOLI 

X 


ACCOUffTTNO 

SYMBOL 


AF 


ATIC^  tffVAgB 


AAC,  ELMENDOHF  AFB,  AIASKA 


vr'D 


[rf'jTT^ 


OmO.  OR  REFERS  TO 

AAC  50015 


CLASStPICATION 
OF  REFERENCE 


00^ 


SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS 


/UTIDUS3IFIED/JFR0M;  AiGIiJ-/^g  ^ 


REF  i^lSO  AQ2/m£  AAC  50013.  mU  1/+  FEB  59,  REvA^EST  ALL  AVAILABLE 


IHFO  co^:ommiG  subjec  r balloon  a^d  eouip^smt  be  for’^ardh)  to  this 


CETJTER  AS  SOON  AS  POSJIDU:.  UiiEII  THE  E'^UIRviEIiT  13 
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COMDR  AAC  ELMENDORF  AFB  ALASKA 

COHDH  AIR  TECH  INTEL  CENTER  URIGIIT  PATTERSON  AFB  OillO 
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FROM  IMT-150063 


AFCin-4Z4G  ?D  CIT?  4-7l5“:i:  PD  ALL  AVAILABLE  IMFORIiATIOi: 
iSSZQUiMT  TO  MSG  AAC  50015  l/AS  FCRV/AnDri)  5 MAR  TO  UQ  USaF 
S/IMTFLLIGEMCii  ON  AF  FOi.ii  112  UITR  pIIOTCS  Ci!A  SKETCHES 
Id'tRACK  OVEkLA/S  ?D  PL  AMS  FOlv  SEAi^CH  FOP^  BALLOON  AMD 
U'JIPMiMT  HAVE  3Z£N  A3  AM  00*  J EL)  rU  VJHEt^  AMD  IF  EQUIPMENT  IS 
COVERED  IT  vJILL  BE  FOLWAKDED  TO  YOUH  CEMTEl.  PD 
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